
Alfalfa for Hay.
Sa Fruscboo Bulletin.

Formerly there was a very strong pry ud
ice against al&lGi for. hay,, especially, .for
horses. It was considered good enough
for cattle, but too coarse for horses. The
principal reason for thip prejudice was found
in the fact that trc did not knoir in the first
place liovr to sow alfalfa, and in the next

when to cut it and how to use it.?lacc
of experience have taught us what

tnerc is in both these point, and now alfalfa
is the best hay produced in California, if
not the best produced m any other country.
Alfalfa xnmu to be sown thick, at least '25
pounds to the acre. If sown this thick, and
a good stand is obtained, the clover
grows fine, the stem being tender andjuicy,
instead of coarse nnd woody. But even
then it must be cut earlv. or before the seed
begins to form. The best time to cut Alfal
fa for hay is before the blossom is in full
development. 1 his is not all. If cut thus
early, and then not properly cured, the ha'
Is greatly injured, if not ruined. It must
not be dried in the sun, but as soon as wilted
should be raked into the winrow and put
into small ricks or neaps, to be dried princi
pally by the air and without direct expos-
ure to the air. Those who are goinjr to sow
alfalfa this spring will bearinmind that one
acre thick on the ground willbe worth more
than two acres standing sparsely on the
ground. Ifyou have but a small amount
of seed, better sow that on a part of your
land and wait till another year to sow the
balance. When once seeded it is almost
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